
BILL OF LADING FOR MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT OR PORT TO PORT SHIPMENT

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS
1.  Applicability
 The following conditions shall apply either if combined transport or only one mode of transport is used.

 - ”Carrier“ = TCI International Logistics GmbH.
 -  ”Charges“ = freight, dead freight, demurrage and all expenses and money obligations incurred and payable by the 

Merchant.

whatsoever.
 -  ”Goods“ = the cargo received from the shipper and described on the face side hereof and any Container not supplied by or 

on behalf of the Carrier.
 -  ”Merchant“ = the shipper, consignee, receiver, holder of this Bill of Lading, owner of the cargo or person entitled to the 

possession of the cargo and the servants and agents and principals of any of these, all of whom shall be jointly and seve-
rally liable to the Carrier for the payment of all Charges, and for the performance of the obligations of any of them under 
this Bill of Lading.

 -  ”On Board“ or similar words used in this Bill of Lading = in a Port to Port movement, the Goods have been loaded on board 
the vessel and, in the event of multimodal transportation, if the originating carrier is a Participating carrier, means that the 

en route to the Port of Loading named on the reverse side hereof.
 -  “Participating carrier“ = any other carrier by water, land or air, performing any stage of the carriage, whether acting as 

sub-carrier, connecting carrier, substitute carrier or bailee.
 -  ”Vessel“ = the ocean vessel named on the face side hereof, and any substitute vessel, feeder ship, barge or other means 

of conveyance by water used in whole or in part by the Carrier.

 3.1.

and the holder, legitimated by endorsement of the Consignee named in this BL, shall be entitled to receive or to dispose 
the goods mentioned on the reverse side.

 3.2.

-
tainer“ or similar expressions, has been made in the printed text or superimposed on this BL. However, proof to the 
contrary shall not be admissible when the BL has been transferred to the consignee for valuable consideration who in 
good faith has relied and acted thereon.

  The terms of the Carrier’s applicable Tariff at the date of shipment are incorporated herein. Copies of the relevant provisions 
of the applicable Tariff are available from the carrier. In the case of inconsistency between this Bill of Lading and the appli-
cable Tariff, this Bill of Lading shall prevail.

the jurisdiction of any other courts of any other place.

  (a) When loss or damage has occurred between the time of loading of the Goods by the Carrier at the Port of Loading and the 
time of discharge by the Carrier at the Port of Discharge, the responsibility of the Carrier shall be determined in accordance 

a shipment from or to Germany and such aforesaid country or between such aforesaid countries, the responsibility of the 

damages caused by unseaworthiness of the ship. The parties agree, that the Carrier is only liable for fault of his own part 

  (b) Howsoever the Carrier shall be under no liability whatsoever for loss of or damage to the Goods occurring, if such loss 

after loading on or after discharge from the vessel. In the event that the Bill of Lading or any transport under this agreement 
covers a shipment to or from the USA, however, US COGSA shall be compulsory applicable before the Goods are loaded on, 
during the sea voyage or after they are discharged from the vessel.

  (c) Unless notice of loss or damage be given in writing to the Carrier or his agent at the Port of Discharge before or at the 
time of the removal of the Goods into the custody of the person entitled to delivery thereof under the contract of carriage, 
or, if the loss or damage is not apparent, within three (3) days, such removal shall be prima facie evidence of the delivery 
by the Carrier as described in this Bill of Lading and any such loss or damage which may have occurred to the Goods shall 
be deemed to be due to circumstances which are not the responsibility of the Carrier. The notice must clearly specify the 
damage. Notwithstanding the aforesaid, if a container has been delivered to the Merchant, the Merchant must prove that the 
damage to or loss of the Goods did not occur during the period after delivery, when the container was in the custody of the 
Merchant.

  (d) Compensation shall be calculated by reference to the value of the Goods at the place and the time they are delivered to 
the Merchant, or at the place and the time they should have been delivered. For the purpose of determining the extent of 
the Carrier’s liability for loss of or damage to the Goods, the sound value of the Goods is agreed to be the invoice value plus 
freight and insurance if paid.

Bill of Lading covers a shipment from or to the USA COGSA shall apply. COGSA shall also be applicable before the goods are 
loaded on or after they are discharged from the vessel.

applies to this leg of Carriage.
  (b) In the event that part of the multimodal transport is a shipment to or from the USA an7898d the damage to or loss of 

the Goods occurs at the time between the loading at the Port of Loading and the discharging at the Port of Discharge the 

applicable. COGSA however applies before the Goods are loaded on or after they are discharged from the vessel.
  (c) With respect to road Carriage between countries in Europe liability shall be determined in accordance with the Conven-

1961 [or any amendments to this Convention or Agreement].
  (d) Unless notice of loss or damage be given in writing to the Carrier or his agent at the Port of Discharge before or at the 

time of the removal of the Goods into the custody of the person entitled to delivery thereof under the contract of carriage, 
or, if the loss or damage is not apparent within seven (7) days, such removal shall be prima facie evidence of the delivery by 
the Carrier as described in this Bill of Lading. The notice must clearly specify the damage. Notwithstanding the aforesaid, if 
a container has been delivered to the Merchant, the Merchant must prove that the damage to or loss of the Goods did not 
occur during the period after delivery, when the container was in the custody of the Merchant.

  (e) Compensation shall be calculated by reference to the value of the Goods at the time they were delivered to the Carrier for 
Carriage.

 -

  In the event that the Bill of Lading or any transport under this agreement covers a shipment to or from the USA, however, US 
COGSA shall be compulsory applicable before the Goods are loaded on, during the sea voyage or after they are discharged 
from the vessel.

 3.1.  The Carrier shall be entitled to subcontract the whole or any part of the contract. For the provisions of this Bill of Lading 
the Carrier shall be responsible for the acts and omissions of his subcontractors.

 3.2.   The Carrier is entitled to perform the transport in any reasonable manner and by any reasonable methods and routes. 

one conveyance to another including, but not limited to, transshipping or carrying them on another Vessel than that 
named on the face of this bill of lading or by any other means of transportation whatsoever (any references to feeder 
and ocean Vessel on this bill of lading are merely statements as to the Vessels intended by the Carrier to be used at the 
date of the issue of this bill of lading and do not form part of the contract evidenced by this bill of lading, the Carrier 
always being at liberty to substitute other Vessels and methods of conveyance for those referred to on the face of this 

or advertised route), at any speed, and use or proceed to or stay at any place or port whatsoever, once or more often 

of this bill of lading as the Port of Loading or Port of Discharge) and store the Goods at any such port or place.
 3.3.

to be within the contractual Carriage to which this bill of lading relates and b) not to be a deviation.
 3.4.  Arrival times are not guaranteed by the Carrier. If the goods have not been delivered within ninety consecutive days 

regarded the circumstances of the case, the merchant may, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, treat the goods 
as lost.

 3.5.

of twice the freight under the multimodal contract for the multimodal transport under this BL.
 3.6.  The aggregate liability of Carrier shall not exceed the limits of liability for total loss of the goods.
 3.7.  The Carrier complies with his duty of delivery when the goods have been handed over or placed at the disposal of the 

Consignee or his agent in accordance with this Bill of Lading, or when the goods have been given into the custody of 
any authority or other party to whom, pursuant to the law or applicable regulation at the place of delivery, the goods 

 3.8.

cease, and the cost of such storage shall be paid, upon demand, by the Merchant to the Carrier.
 3.9.  If at any time the carriage under this Bill of Lading is or is anticipated to be affected by any hindrance or 

cannot be avoided by reasonable efforts the Carrier may abandon the carriage of the goods and, where reasonably 
possible, place the goods or any part of them at the Merchant’s disposal at any place which the Carrier may deem 
safe and convenient, whereupon delivery shall be deemed to have been made, and the responsibility of the Carrier in 
respect of such goods shall cease. In any event, the Carrier shall be entitled to full freight under this Bill of Lading and 
the Merchant shall pay any additional costs resulting from the above mentioned circumstances.

 4.1.  These conditions apply whenever claims relating to the performance of the contract evidenced by this Bill of Lading 
are made against any servant, agent or other person, including any independent contractor, whose services have been 
used in order to perform the contract, whether such claims are founded in contract or in tort, and the aggregate liability 

 4.2.  In entering into this contract as evidenced herein, the Carrier, to the extent of these provisions, does not only act on 
his own behalf, but also as agent or trustee for such persons, and such persons shall to this extent be or be deemed 
to be parties to this contract.

 4.3.  However, if it is proved that the loss of or such loss or damage to the goods resulted from a personal act or omission 

 4.4.  The aggregate of the amounts recoverable from the Carrier and the persons referred to in Clause II. 4.1. shall not 
exceed the limits provided for in these conditions.

 5.1.

-
tion on this Bill of Lading. The Consignor shall indemnify the Carrier against all loss, damage and expense resulting 

been transferred by him. The right of the Carrier to such an indemnity shall in no way limit his liability under this Bill 
of Lading to any person other than the Consignor.

 5.2.

performed by the Merchant or on his behalf by a person other than the Carrier, or by the defect or unsuitability of the 
containers or other transport units supplied by the Merchant, or if supplied by the Carrier if a defect or unsuitability 
of the container or other transport unit would have been apparent upon reasonable inspection by the Merchant. The 
Merchant shall indemnify the Carrier against all loss, damage, liability and expense so caused.

 6.1.  The Merchant shall comply with all internationally rules which apply according to the national law or by reason of 
International Convention, relating to the carriage of goods of a dangerous nature, and shall in any event inform the 

 6.2.  If the Merchant fails to provide such information and the Carrier is unaware of the dangerous nature of the goods and 

danger generated by the carriage of the said goods shall rest on the Merchant.
 6.3.  If any goods shall become a danger to life or property and unless such danger was caused by the fault and neglect of 

the Carrier he shall have no liability and the Merchant shall indemnify him against all loss, damage, liability and expense 
arising there from. The Carrier is entitled to unload or land such goods at any place or destroy them or render them 
harmless.

 1.1.  ”Freight Prepaid“ or ”Freight Paid“ means freight payable at port of shipment. This does not certify that the freight 
charges have been received by the carrier/his agent. Freight shall be considered as earned by the Carrier at the moment 

the right to collect the freight charges from the party being entitled to receive the goods, if the merchant has failed to 

retention on account of any claim, counterclaim or set-off, whether prepaid or payable at destination.
 1.2.  Freight and all other amounts mentioned in this Bill of Lading are to be paid in the currency named herein or, at the 

sight bills current for prepaid freight on the day of dispatch and for freight payable at destination on the day when the 

 1.3.  All dues, taxes and charges or other expenses in connection with the goods shall be paid by the Merchant or the 
Consignee as joint and several debtors.

 1.4.  For any cargo shipped on ”freight collect“-basis, the carrier reserves the right to collect the freight from the merchant 
in case the consignee/receiving party fails to pay the freight charges at destination. This right also applies for any 

the consignee/receiving party, such as demurrage, detention and storage fees etc. will also be for the account of the 

demurrage and charges which are not due to a fault or neglect of the Carrier.
 1.5.  The Merchant shall reimburse the Carrier in proportion to the amount of freight for any costs for deviation or delay 

directions or force majeure.
 1.6.  For the purpose of verifying the freight basis the Carrier has the liberty to have the contents of Containers or other ar-

ticles of transport inspected. If on such inspection it is found that the Merchant’s declaration is not correct it is agreed 

the Carrier notwithstanding any other sum having been stated on this Bill of Lading as freight payable. The Merchant 
shall in any case remain responsible for such monies on receipt of evidence of demand and the absence of payment 
for whatever reason.

  The Merchant shall indemnify the Carrier in respect of any claims of a General Average nature which may be made on him 

vessel on which the goods are carried comes into collision with any other vessel or object as a result of the negligence of 
the non-carrying vessel or object or the owner of, charterer of or person responsible for the non-carrying vessel or object, 

or person in respect of any loss of, or damage to, or any claim whatsoever of the Merchant paid or payable to the Merchant 
by the non-carrying vessel or object or the owner of charterer or person responsible for the non-carrying vessel or object 
and set off recouped or recovered by such vessel, object or person against the carrier the carrying vessel or her owners or 
charterers.

  The Carrier shall have a lien on the goods and any documents relating thereto for any amount due to the Carrier under 
this contract including storage fees and the cost of recovering same, and may enforce such lien in any reasonable manner 
including sale or disposal of the goods.

 1.1. -
tional Conventions or national law applicable to the contract evidenced by this Bill of Lading.

 1.2

-

carriage of goods by sea and also to the carriage of goods by inland waterways, and such provisions shall apply to all 

 1.3.  The Carriage of Goods by Sea Act of the United States of America (COGSA) shall apply to the carriage of goods by 

  These conditions apply to all claims against the Carrier relating to the performance of the contract evidenced by this Bill of 
Lading, whether the claim be founded in contract or in tort.

  All liability, whatsoever, of the Carrier shall cease, unless suit is brought within 9 months after the delivery of the goods, or 
the date when the goods should have been delivered, or the date when the failure of delivery would give the consignee the 
right to treat the goods as lost.

  If any provision in this Bill of Lading is held to be invalid by any court or regulatory or inconsistent with an applicable inter-
national convention that is mandatory applicable, this shall only attach such provision. All remaining provisions and this Bill 
of Lading contract shall be carried out and not be affected. 

Copyrights are with TCI International Logistics GmbH


